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Retaining EMA’s highly qualified staff is critical to preserve the Agency’s high 
standards. A smooth relocation is vital to provide EU citizens with effective, 
safe and high-quality medicines, preserving public and animal health.
 
In Lisbon, a premium destination to live and work, you will find all you need 
to ensure business as usual in a welcoming atmosphere, with an excellent climate 
and a vibrant culture, along with a blooming tech-driven economy and 
a competitive R&D environment. Lisbon offers unique living conditions for staff, 
their families and experts benefiting from excellent and affordable housing, 
international schools and hospitality conditions throughout the city.

Lisbon hosts Infarmed, the Portuguese medicines regulatory agency, which 
as been a major partner of the EMA since its creation and plays a leading role 
in the European system. SOON MORE ABOUT EMA IN LISBON



More than 35 Universities in Portugal 
gathering 34.000 students from more 
than 200 different countries, 130 R&D 
Units which are part of 26 national 
Associate Laboratories consortiums: 
a status of international excellency.
 
A qualified cluster engaged with all 
the stages of the health and research 
environment, including protein production, 
clinical trials and drug manufacturing.
 
An average steady increase of 5% over 
the last three years in the number 
of clinical trials and 115 national and 
international pharmaceutical companies 
located in the metropolitan area.

A coastal and riverside cosmopolitan city, 
with 260 sunny days a year. Lisbon was 
considered the “Best City” in the Design 
Awards 2017 by Wallpaper magazine.
 
A culturally diverse city, with a welcoming 
and open-minded population, with the 
highest percentage of English-speakers 
in Southern Europe.

An affordable capital (48% less expensive 
than London) ranking among the top 50 
cities in the world for its Quality of Living 
(Worldwide Quality of Living Survey 2016).
A favourable tax regime for expat families.

Less than 2.5 hours flight distance from 
most European capitals, with more 
than 450 European flights a week and 
connections to the major world business 
centres.

In Lisbon, EMA headquarters will be located 
in one of the most modern areas of the city, 
with a distance to the airport of less than 
15 minutes.

Awarded European Entrepreneurial Region 
(2015), Lisbon is a top destination for R&D, 
innovation, investment and entrepreneurship: 
more than 1300 start-ups emerged in 
several incubators and around 5700 new 
direct jobs created from 2014 to 2016.
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